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leilani kake
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ommitment is one of the most rewarding

and intrepid journeys that any artist could
embark upon. Combine commitment with
sorrow, pride, belief, loss and celebration, and
you may begin to enter the life and work of
Leilani Kake.

“I'grew up and still live in Otara, the best hood
in Manukau City” — one banner that Kake is
proud to represent. Her work expands into
cultural identity, which for her has deep roots
within family and history. Other works explore
much more intimate levels, and delve into
personal experience and insight.

One of the most moving works is Tino
Rangatira Tanga (2008), a remembrance of her
father Richard Kake. It documents her father
receiving ta moko, his illness in hospital, and
finally his tangi. It is filmed in the form of a
documentary, a style she had not employed
previously. This challenged her perception of the
role of filmmaker. She comments that she had no
control of the events only the camera. The film
records some of the most personal moments of
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her life, commenting that, “It was the
hardest thing | ever had to do emotionally
and spiritually.”

A work of equal depth is Ariki (2007), a video
installation constructed from images of Kake's
son Andre. “The most sacred taonga (treasure)
and light of my life.” The imagery depicts a
young boy turning continuously in a dark pool,
his long hair accentuated by the movement
of the water as if it were an eel swimming.

It speaks of an upheaval of emotional identity
experienced during the separation of Kake
and her son'’s father. Her son’s turmoil is
likened to Te Kore, the great darkness
experienced by the children of Rangi and
Papa before their separation.

Further works explore Kake's cultural identity.
Talking Tivaevae (2005) combines the elements
of both her Cook Island and Maori heritage. The
Cook Islands are represented by the design and
pattern of the tivaevae, while the red, black, and
white of the Tino Rangatiratanga represent her
Maori lineage. The work is pushed further by
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incorporating digital media, and pays homage to
the fusion of traditional and modern technology.

These works are but a portion of the
successful career of Kake. She graduated with a
Bachelor of Visual Arts from Manukau School of
Visual Arts in 2002, and returned in 2005 to
complete a Post Graduate Diploma. Kake has
also co-ordinated exhibitions including Nui Life
at the Mangere Arts Centre in March 2007. In
November 2008, she received the Salamander
Emerging Visual Artist Honour at the Arts
Pasifika Awards. This was followed in 2009 by
an invitation to The Pacific Arts Association in
Los Angeles, to present papers at the
prestigious College Art Association, before
returning to Auckland to exhibit at Artspace
and Webb’s.

Currently Kake is lecturing at Manukau School
of Visual Arts and is focusing on the upcoming
exhibition titled Native Coconut, which is a part
of the Matariki Festival 2010.

| am a student in Kake's contextual studies
class, embarking upon a journey of my own. | am
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now creating my own voice, which is being
harnessed by being exposed to her experience
and skill. | have a lot to learn, but | am in the
best place to do it. My old theory of a tutor
standing above you has been replaced by the
reality of shared knowledge, and what was once
a daunting prospect is becoming an exciting
possibility, thanks to Kake's direction. One of the
most encouraging aspects is her ability to evoke
my personal viewpoint, and with her vision,
shape it into freedom of expression.
Carlos Toalii
DVA Manukau School of Visual Arts

Ni sa bula vinaka

Tautai Fresh Horizons

Tautai ran a Fresh Horizons workshop at
Northcote College, North Shore City from 7 to 9
April 2010. The Board would like to thank the
tutors Dagmar Dyck, Courtney Meredith and
Matthew Salapu aka Anonymouz. The feedback
from the participating secondary students and the
tutors confirms that the workshop was inspiring
for all who were involved.

Tautai Tertiary Program

Tautai’s program for the last four years has
included employing an artist to present talks to
art students at teritary institutions. Janet Lilo is
the artist presenting these tertiary talks for Tautai
in 2010. So far Janet has presented talks at
Massey and Victoria Universities in Wellington
and at the five Auckland tertiary institutions.
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tautai news

Tautai has conducted a review of this part of the
program the results confirm that students
appreciate the opportunity to meet with and
listen to a practicing artist and that they find

the talks helpful and relevant to their own study
and practice.

Wellington Gathering

This is the first year that artist talks have been
presented at institutions outside of Auckland. The
Wellington talks were also used as an opportunity
to hold a gathering for Tautai artists, supporters
and stakeholders in Wellington.

Tertiary Exhibition

Planning is currently underway for the Tautai
tertiary exhibition which will open on 9 September
2010 at St Paul St Gallery. Nina Tonga is curating
the exhibition of work by senior students.
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“Art has the ability to
verbalise the unspoken,
discuss the unmentionable
and free us from the social
conventions we place

on ourselves.”

Leilani Kake

Tautai Strategic Planning Meeting

On Saturday 12 June 2010 the Tautai Board held
a strategic planning meeting. The Board would
like to thank artists and stakeholders Lily Aitui
Laita, Ema Tavola, Andrea Low and Jean,
Marlaina and Noora for attending the meeting
and for their input. The matters discussed at the
meeting will inform the strategic plan to be
developed by the Board as we move into the
changing environment of Auckland City and
changes at Creative New Zealand.

Annual General Meeting
The Tautai Annual General Meeting will be held
at 3pm on Saturday 31 July at Joy Bong. Formal
notice of meeting is being distributed and you are
encouraged to attend.
Vinaka Vaka Levu
Gina Cole (Chair)

postcard from the America's

n April | curated two exhibitions in the

America's - Niu Pasifik - Urban Art from the
Pacific Rim, at the Gorman Museum, UC Dauvis,
and Tiaho - Contemporary Photography from
Oceania which | showed at three venues across
Mexico City and Mexico State. Both projects
were very fulfilling as a curator and enabled me
to take Contemporary Pacific Art to different
communities and audiences.

Tiaho (to shine)is an exhibition of contemporary
photography and moving image and features
the work of 27 artists from Oceania - including
a large contingent from New Zealand, but also
artists from Papua New Guinea, the Cook Islands,
Tahiti and Fiji. This was a huge buzz and also
great for the artists and the audiences as it is the

first exhibition of Contemporary photography from
New Zealand and the Pacific to show in Mexico
city, no mean feat.

Niu Pasifik features work by 47 artists and
designers from the Pacific Rim, and has drawn
large audience numbers from the Pacific
community in Oakland and the Bay area of
San Francisco, to the large community body of
students on campus and beyond.

There are plans for Tiaho to tour further in
Latin America and elsewhere and that is very
exciting. | look forward to showcasing the
waork of Pacific Artists to new communities and
audiences in the coming years.

Giles Peterson

Tiaho
catalogue cove



fresh horizons north shore

I\/l ixed media, performance poetry and
recording original songs were the

student activities for the first Fresh Horizons
workshops for 2010. Northcote College on the
Shore was the venue for the workshops; Carmel
College, Westlake Girls’, Westlake Boys’,
Birkenhead College, Glenfield College, Northcote
and St Paul's College sent students to work
together over the three days .

Practice makes perfect

The Tutors were Courtney Meredith, who
joined us for the first time, working with a
group to create and perform their own poems.
Matthew Salapu aka Anonymouz, who with his
mobile recording studio, had his group write
and record their own songs. Matthew came to
Palmerston North in 2009 and the popularity of
his music programme encouraged us to work
with him again. The musical tracks created can

be heard on our blog. Dagmar Dyck, who last
worked with Fresh Horizons at AUT in 2008, led
a group in mixed media.

The group settled in and by the last day had
formed friendships that will go beyond the
workshop. Our facebook page had a flurry of
activity after the event.

Jean Clarkson
Manager, Fresh Horizons

Everybody in



wellington road trip

he annual Tautai road trip began at 6am on

Friday morning with 21 past and present
senior students from four main art institutions
in Auckland ready to embark on a journey to
Wellington that promised an itinerary full of art.

Once arrived and settled in at Wellywood
Backpackers we made our way to the opening
of Cerisse Palalagi's solo show ‘Motunei'in
the Deane Gallery of the City Gallery. We were
honoured to be part of this special occasion and
to support our fellow artist.

Cerisse Palalagi's work in the Deane Gallery

Paperskins exhibition at Te Papa in front
of the Ngatu Launima from Tonga

arlour is a brand new pop up gallery set up

by Melanie Rands and Kirsten Dryburgh. Our
aim is to provide local and international art
communities with an exciting selection of eclectic
exhibition spaces and situations for artists to show
fresh, innovative, challenging and thought provoking
work. We use these temporary environments to build
relationships between the art community, students,
and the public for the purpose of inspired
conversation and the exchange of ideas. The gallery
runs quarterly shows in different locations existing
only for the duration of a show. Sometimes the
quarterly event may not be a physical space but a
publication or an online event.

18 - 20 june 2010

Saturday began with a very hearty breakfast
followed by a trip to Pataka Museum of Arts
and Culture where Margaret Tolland met us
and gave us a tour of the gallery. A favourite for
many was the exhibition Looking Glass'from
which we appreciated the sheer skill and beauty
of glass sculpture.

Later that afternoon we enjoyed a visit to Te
Papa Tongarewa where we listened to curators
Sean Mallon and Maud Page give a floor talk on
the exhibition 'Paperskin: The art of tapa cloth'.
Seeing the artistic foundations of our culture

Pitstop at Waiouru heading south

Reuben Friend talking about
John Pule's work at City Gallery

a hew artist run initiative

Our inaugural exhibition, called Magic, Upholstery,
Puzzles and Speech Contests was held upstairs in the
empty space above ecostore in Freemans Bay. The
title for the show was inspired by the list of things on
the Auckland City's ‘Creative Communities” website
that are not available for arts funding. The show
included work by fifteen different artists including
Judy Darragh, Andrea Low, Peter Madden, Rachel
Walters, Dan Arps, Agnes Soh, Ahilapalapa Rands
and Harriet Stockman. As well as occupying the
interior space, Parlour gained sponsorship from
business partners’ ecostore and Fairground
Foundation to install a photograph ‘The Rule of
Threes by Rachel Walters, on a billboard outside
the building.

united us all together as artists, designers and
writers. The day ended back at City Gallery with
curator Reuben Friend offering valuable insight
and advice, his words 'valuing your stories' will
be an everlasting imprint on our memory of the
trip as we develop our art practice.

On behalf of all who attended a big thank-you
to Tautai for providing this amazing opportunity.
With special thanks to Marlaina Key, Siliga
Setoga and Christina and Colin Jeffery.

Candace Weir

Reuben with Cerisse discussing
her exhibition in the Deane Gallery

parlour gallery

In Parlour’s first show we really wanted to make
art available to people outside the usual gallery
situation. To reach out to those who might never
have stepped foot inside a gallery before and | think
we achieved this. Not only did the staff and workers
from nearby businesses call in to visit and talk to us
about it but one of the highlights for me was seeing
backpackers and others on the steps outside Victoria
Park New World taking photographs of the billboard.

Our next show involves collaborating with Harriet
Stockman on installing moving image projections
at various points around Auckland. If you want to
find out more become a fan of Parlour Gallery
on Facebook. Melanie Rands
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gallery wellington gathering

Christina Jeffery with Maria Waterhouse and Kim Acland of Creative New Zealand.
The gathering was held at Thistlehall thanks to Deborah White and Ken Johnston of
Whitespace who were there showing the work of Andy Leleisi'uao.
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Performance piece for Whitecliffe student show
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Dr April Henderson and Dr Peter Brunt of Victoria University at the Tautai gathering.

tautai agm

Saturday 31 July 2010

Joy Bong, Cnr Karangahape Road and Hereford Street, Auckland
3pm-6pm in the lounge area

(entrance off Hereford Street)

This is an opportunity to catch up with old friends and meet some new

Sopolemalama Filipe Tohi and Dr. Vilisoni Hereniko at the East-West Center Seminar friends {networking!} in front of a roaring fire and in convivial surroundings
conducted by Tohi during his residency. Hereniko is on his way to the Oceania Centre g g gs.

at the University of the South Pacific, Suva, Fiji, where he will assume the role of This is also the time to hear about what Tautai has t‘Jeen doing and what
centre Director, a position vacant due to the death of 'Epeli Hauofa last year. the plans are for the future. We look forward to seeing you there.
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events & exhibitions
july | august | september 2010

Until 10 July. Native Coconut. Margaret Aull,
Leilani Kake, Cerisse Palalagi at Fresh Gallery
Otara, Manukau City

Until 10 July. Fa‘aola. Fatu Feu'u at
Warwick Henderson Gallery, Parnell

Until 31 July. Unnerved. The New Zealand
Project. Includes Lorene Taurerewa,
Shigeyuki Kihara, Lonnie Hutchinson,
John Pule, Greg Semu, Sima Urale.
Queensland Art Gallery, Brisbane

Until 13 August. Haere Mai | Okai. Dagmar Dyck,

Reuben Friend, Fatu Feu'u, Leua latai Leonard,
Mason Lee, Nestor Opetaia at okaioceanikart@
reef, 69 Beach Road, Auckland

Until 12 September. Hauaga (Arrivals).
John Pule at City Gallery, Wellington

Until 12 September. Motunei.
Cerisse Palalagi at City Gallery, Wellington

Until December 2010. Assembling Bodies.
Shigeyuki Kihara at University of Cambride
Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology,
Cambridge, UK

10 July — 26 September. Putiputi. The Flower
in Contemporary Art. Includes Sylvia Marsters,
Mary Ama, Niki Hastings McFall, Hastings City
Art Gallery, Hastings

10 July — 21 August. Knowing you, Knowing me:

New Artists 2010. includes Jeremy Leatinu'u,
Tiffany Singh at Artspace, Auckland

16 July - 7 August. Diaspora (A dispersion of
people from their original homeland)
Ernest Auora. Fresh Gallery Otara

24 July - 22 August. Built. Curator Deborah
Crowe, includes Niki Hastings McFall at
Hokianga Art Gallery, Rawene, Northland

27 —29 July. "Au Mei Moana — Returning Tides.
Tongan artists from around the world

exhibiting in Nuku'alofa, Tonga

9— 12 August. Cook Islands traditional and
contemporary textile, Akaoa Community Centre,
Arorangi, Rarotonga

9— 21 August. /n the house of my heart.
Nanette Lela’ulu, The Art Studio, Rarotonga

13 August — 4 September. Alias. Niutuiatua
Lemalu. Fresh Gallery Otara, Manukau

Until 29 August. Body FPacifica. Frank Puletua,
Niwhai Tupaea, Sione Falemaka, Latai
Taumoepeau, Greg Semu at Casula Powerhouse,
NSW, Australia

25 August — 24 September. Flora Koloa and
Kapkap. Dagmar Dyck, Ellie Fa'amauri,
Sylvia Marsters at okaioceanikart@reef,

69 Beach Road, Auckland

3 September : 7.30pm. Westfield Style Pasifika.
Vector Arena, Auckland

9 — 24 September. Make/Shift. Tautai senior
tertiary student exhibition curated by
Nina Tonga. St Paul St Galleries 1 & 2, Auckland

10 September — 2 October. Material Culture.
Paula Schaafhausen at Fresh Gallery Otara,
Manukau City

29 September. Flora Koloa and Kapkap.

Dagmar Dyck, Ellie Fa'amauri, Sylvia Marsters at
Calder and Lawson Gallery, WEL Energy Trust,
Academy of Performing Arts,

University of Waikato, Hamilton

watch the Tautai Website and the Pacific Arts Diary
for news of upcoming events and exhibitions
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www.tautai.org

Tautai Contemporary Pacific Arts Trust
receives major public funding from Creative
New Zealand and also receives significant
funding from ASB Community Trust
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