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Fresh Horizons 
Goes to H-Town

Downtown Hamilton was the site for Tautai’s Fresh Horizons July 
workshop with the theme URBAN SAVAGE, hosted by the School of 

Media Arts at the Waikato Institute of Technology (Wintec).

The schools involved were Hamilton Girls’ High, Fraser High, Fairfield 
College, Hamilton Boys’ High, Sacred Heart Girls’ College, Melville High, 
and a group from Artmakers, a Hamilton based community arts trust.

Local Artists’ Leafa Janice Wilson and Teuila Fatupaito were joined by 
Siliga Setoga from Auckland, working with 25 senior students from the 
local schools. Guest speaker was Dawn Raid’s Brotha D.

The project co-ordinator was 3rd year Wintec Media Arts student Donny 
Tonumaipe’a and Nastashia Simeona from Whitecliffe College of Art and 
Design in Auckland, was an assistant tutor. (Nastashia was a student at 
the previous Waikato Fresh Horizons).  

The workshops taught were Screen Printing, Stenciling and Mixed Media.

The URBAN SAVAGE theme set by the tutors, is explained by Leafa:

”We are ‘masagi’ or accustomed to our own cultures, but we have to 
adapt to living in the city.

Today the reclaiming of one’s self is a necessary tool of modern life. 
Rehashing a term which once negatively described us as Polynesian Peoples 
and using it to describe that primal Polynesian spirit, we are able to take the 
best of our culture and use it to our advantage in an urban setting.”

On the final day the students were joined by Brotha D and his crew from 
Dawn Raid Entertainment. His inspirational talk to the students focussed 
on using their talents to their advantage and making the most of the 
opportunities which came their way.

For more photos check out Tautai blog site and the Dawn Raid website.
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10th Festival of Pacific Arts 
Pago Pago

Pele Walker, chairperson of the Pacific Arts Committee of Creative New 
Zealand attended as part of the Aotearoa/New Zealand delegation. 

Pele wrote this open letter to us. 

“I was so proud of the contingent we took to the Festival. It was a 
wonderful experience on very many levels, not least the opportunity to get 
to know our artists a little better. There were some frustrations – some of 
the work we took couldn’t be presented or exhibited through lack of space 
and the timetabling was very “Pacific style”, although after a few days we 
all relaxed and even this didn’t seem so bad!”

Our visual artists work stood out. Stone Maka’s tapa work is spine tingling 
in its beauty and is so different from the usual offerings. Graham Fletcher 
and Loretta Young’s installations were two of just three (I think) installations 
and were outstanding. Loretta’s stood proudly behind our “Fale Aotearoa”. 
I loved Cerisse Palalagi’s portraits but it was her lino-cut tattoos which had 
queues of children to the Fale Aotearoa. Janet Lilo and Linda T exhibited 
in the library and made a DVD “Survival Pago Pago” while we were there. 
Library staff in the future will always be reminded of them as they sit at their 
new picnic table, illustrated during the festival. Johnny Penisula created 
an exquisite sculpture of Pago’s Rainmaker Mountain from 300million year 
old argillite. It was gifted to the Governor of American Samoa and will be 
placed in the museum. Filipe Tohi demonstrated not only his master craft 
of lashing but also his charisma – he always had a crowd as he explained 
the complexities of his work. Thank goodness for Misa Emma Kesha with 
her dignity and knowledge of fa’a Samoa. Her woven flowers were a cut 
above all the rest.

Our musicians were total crowd pleasers – everyone knew King Kapisi and 
Teremoana. Chuck Upu ran ukulele and drum lessons and together with Tanya, 
Pos and Andrew from Pacific Underground entertained the Festival crowd by 
day and the local bar patrons by night. They made Po Aotearoa, the NZ night, 
the best. Iosefa Enari’s film ‘Gravity’ was acclaimed and his choreography of 
Suzanne Tamaki’s fashion show made it the stand out exhibit of the evening. 
Dianna Fuemana’s play was a tribute to her late mother who was from Pago. 
Her daughter Reid, is only 16 and carried off her international acting debut as 
a total professional, well supported by her cousin Ali.

No doubt their stories and photos will find their way to you, and we’ll all be 
beneficiaries of the art and collaborations that spin out of the experience.

ia manuia – Pele
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Tautai has been working with Tamaki College arranging artists visits to 
support the senior art program. Chris Roy, HOD of Art at Tamaki College 

writes:

“The Art department at Tamaki College has been very fortunate in having 
the assistance of the Tautai Trust in organising artists to visit our school 
throughout Term 3. These weekly visits have focused on the theme of fusion 
between Polynesian and contemporary global culture. The established 
artists have delivered presentations to the students that have inspired our 
predominantly Polynesian student clientele.” 

“Special thanks to Christina Jeffery for helping us with this educational 
program and to the artists who have contributed in such a positive and 
enthusiastic manner. Hopefully this relationship with the Tautai Trust and 
local artists will continue to bring many fruitful benefits for all of those 
who have been involved.”

Secondary 
School Support

Filipe Tohi, was one of eight artists who 
visited Tamaki during the term pictured 

delivering his talk to the students.

Tautai was delighted to work with the Friends of Auckland Art Gallery 
again this year and increase its sponsorship to fifteen secondary 

students. Nominated by their schools to receive Pat Hanly Awards, the 
students receive a two year membership to the Friends, art materials 
from Gordon Harris, discount at Parsons and Pathfinders Bookshops and 
an invitation to take part in the Friends annual Student Art Exhibition.

Students, families and teachers were invited to attend the Awards night 
on 18 August at The NewGallery hosted by the Friends. Gina, Cerisse, 
Michelle, Colin and Christina were there for Tautai to meet the students 
and their families.

Students who received the Awards were: Faith Faiai and Hosanna Aloalii from 
Aorere, Noeline Ah Lam – Lynfield, Qunintel Edmonds – Tamaki, Sione Sione 
and Sui Tapu from Tangaroa. Along with the students in the photograph…

From left to right back: Henrietta Pickering - Sir Edmund Hillary; Hiram 
Vaeau - Western Springs, Catherine Matavoa - Tamaki, Ashley Ropati - 
Diocesan, Hayley Funaki - Birkenhead, Luisa Fuimaono - Kelston Girls.
Left to right Front row: Emma Sawyer- St Dominics, Atapana  Meleisea - 
De la Salle, Conrad Puletaha - Sir Edmund Hillary. 

Pat Hanly 
Student Awards

Postcard from Giles
Piula Cave Pool, Papapapaitai Falls, The Bahai Temple, Lalamanu 
Beach. Taxis. Visiting Vailima - Robert Louis Stevenson’s majestic 
house and gardens. 

The gardener and getting lost. Journey through the old stone fields. 
The Madd Gallery. Bougainvillea and Frangipani in bloom. The National 
University of Samoa – Cross roads. Hospital.  Walking into the state house, 
Artwork - Pigeons. The Art School star-maps, nets. Tatau. Skinpricks. 
Drawings on skin. Public murals, private lives. Mosaics, churches, fales, 
each village unique. Buying lava lavas in the street. Walking on Apia 
Harbour Road. Savaii – I never made it – but I will be back. 

Samoa - What a wonderful place. 

I was invited to give a lecture to students in the Expressive Arts 
Department at the National University of Samoa … this was one of the 
highlights of my trip. ( Thanks Molly for the photo). Giles Peterson
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Tautai Contemporary Pacific Arts Trust 
receives major public funding from Creative 
New Zealand and also receives significant 
funding from ASB Community Trust.

23 Aug – 2 Nov. Strictly Samoa. Greg Semu at Penrith Regional Gallery,  
Emu Plains, NSW.
23 Aug – 28 Oct. Polynisation. Niki Hastings McFall at the Ashburton Art Gallery.
11 Sep – 2 Oct. Overture II. Includes Anna Crawley at the new nkb Gallery,  
453E Mt Eden Rd, Auckland 
13 Sep – 23 Nov. The Walters Prize 2008 Exhibition at Auckland Art Gallery.  
Includes Edith Amituanai and Lisa Reihana
13 Sep – 9 Nov. 2008 Carey Smith & Co Whanganui Arts Review at Sarjeant Gallery, 
Whanganui. Includes Carmillia Afele.
16 Sept – 14 Oct. Matau. Chris Charteris at FHE Gallery, Kitchener Street, Auckland.
23 Sep – 11 Oct. Scatter. Dylan Lind at OREXART, Khartoum Place, Auckland
29 Sep – 15 Oct. Lorene Taurerewa. McCarthy Art Gallery, St Georges Bay Road, Parnell
2 Oct –  2 Nov. Figure it out. Includes Marissa Bickerstaff.  Estuary Arts Centre,  
214b Hibiscus Coast Highway, Orewa
3 – 25 Oct. Niue – Nuku Tu Taha. Junior Ikitule, Hili Mokalei, Cerisse Palalagi,  
Alexa Shaw, Lange Taufelila at Fresh Gallery, Otara
4 Oct – 1 Nov. After the Event – Stoneleigh Sculpture at Percy Thomson Gallery, Stratford. 
Includes Filipe Tohi
7 Oct – Feb 2009. Shigeyuki Kihara at The Metropolitan Museum, New York
7 – 25 Oct. Nine Heavens. John Ioane at Whitespace, Crummer Road, Ponsonby
8 – 25 Oct. Pule Fakamotu. Samantha Atasani, Craig Fasi, Nick Kaio, Janet Lilo, Zora Feilo, 
Cerisse Palalagi, Molly Pihigia and the Otahuhu Niuean Weavers, Matafetu Smith, Lange 
Taufelila and Glenda Vilisoni. At Artstation, Ponsonby Road, Auckland.
17 Oct – 8 Nov. Students of Buck Nin. Includes Richard Shortland Cooper,  
Terry Klavenes, Visesio Siasau at Mangere Arts Centre, Mangere Shopping Centre.
17 – 23 Oct. Lorene Taurerewa. American Indian Community House Gallery,  
Manhattan, New York
20 Oct – 5 Nov. Sheyne Tuffery at  McCarthy Art Gallery, St Georges Bay Road, Parnell.
23 Oct – 13 Nov. Anna Crawley at NKB Gallery, 453E Mt Eden Road, Auckland
29 Oct – 5 Nov. The Conch is Calling. Includes Mose Eteuati, Niutuiatua Joseph Lemalu, Paula 
Schaffhausen, Shannon Teao, Ane Tonga. Artstation, Ponsonby Road, Auckland
31 Oct – 22 Nov. Meat & Lollies. Antonio Filipo, Leilani Kake, Mele Penitani, Genevieve Pini, 
Siliga Setoga, Sean Kerrigan at Fresh Gallery Otara, Manukau.
1 – 19 Nov. REDTHREAD. Cerisse Palalagi & Natalie Couch at LeSa Gallery, Petone
4 – 21 Nov. What’s That? Niki Hastings McFall, Lonnie Hutchinson, Leafa Wilson,  
Loretta Young, Loloma Andrews, Leanne Clayton, Letufa Taniela, Lina Marsh at  
RAMP Gallery, Hamilton
7 – 16 Nov. NZ Sculpture Onshore. Includes Filipe Tohi at Fort Takapuna Historic Reserve.
11 – 23 Nov. David Teata at Salamander Gallery, Christchurch
17 – 30 Nov. Vaka Eiva. Group Show, The Art Studio, Rarotonga.
29 Nov – 20 Dec. FRESH08. Group Show. Fresh Gallery Otara, Manukau City. 
Nov – Dec: Niki Hastings McFall’s Long White Cloud in the window at  
Dunedin Public Art Gallery. 
1 – 18 Dec. Albert Wendt. McCarthy Art Gallery, St Georges Bay Road, Parnell
13 Dec – 5 April: Le Folauga. Edith Amituanai, Leanne Clayton, Fatu Feu’u, Steven Gwaliasi, 
Niki Hastings McFall, Lonnie Hutchinson, Leilani Kake, Shigeyuki Kihara,  
Andy Leleisi’uao, Janet Lilo, Itiri Ngaro, Ani O’Neill, Johnny Penisula, Filipe Tohi,  
Michel Tuffery, Jim Vivieaere at the Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts, Taiwan. 
13 Dec – March: The Maui Dynasty. Includes Niki Hastings McFall at The Suter, Nelson.
20 Dec – March. Samoa Contemporary. Edith Amituanai, Fatu Feu’u, Graham Fletcher, Niki 
Hastings-McFall, Lonnie Hutchinson, John Ioane, Anita Jacobsen, Shigeyuki Kihara, Lily Laita, 
Nanette Lela’ulu, Andy Leleisi’uao, Nestor Opetaia, Genevieve Pini, Greg Semu, Siliga Setoga, 
Lorene Taurerewa, Michel Tuffery. Tauranga Art Gallery, Tauranga.
16 Dec – 4 Feb: Bite me. Includes Lonnie Hutchinson, Andy Leleisi’uao, Kulimoeanga Stone 
Maka, Telly Tu’u, Felolini Maria Ifopo, Cerisse Palalagi. Our City Gallery, Christchurch.
16 Dec – 4 Feb: Baby you can drive my car. Group show. Curator Felolini Maria Ifopo. Our City 
Gallery, Christchurch.

Le Folauga...is travelling!
We are delighted to be able to announce that Tautai Trust and the 

Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts in Taiwan have negotiated a 
successful arrangement to take a re-configured Le Folauga exhibition 
to Taiwan later this year. The KMFA is a major art museum in Asia who 
actively look to making connections with the wider Pacific region.
Some adjustments to the content have been made by the curators Ron 
Brownson and Fuli Pereira due to some of the works in the original 
exhibition at Auckland Museum not being available and also taking 
into consideration the gallery spaces at the KMFA. The artists will be 
Edith Amituanai, Leanne Clayton, Fatu Feu’u, Steven Gwaliasi, Niki 
Hastings-McFall, Lonnie Hutchinson, Leilani Kake, Shigeyuki Kihara, Andy 
Leleisi’uao, Janet Lilo, Itiri Ngaro, Ani O’Neill, Johnny Penisula, Filipe 
Tohi, Michel Tuffery and Jim Vivieaere. 
The exhibition which will be crated and sea freighted in early October, 
will open on 13 December and run through until 5 April 2009.

Filipe Tohi, Fono McCarthy, Dan Taulapalapa McMullin, John Ioane, 
Richard Shortland Cooper at the opening of Dan’s show 

at Fresh Gallery Otara. Photo: Naomi Singer.

Cerisse Palalagi discussing her work with Giles Peterson  
at Okaioceanikart. Photo: Ema Tavola

Samuela Tukuafu at the opening of his exhibition,  
at Te Karanga Gallery. Photo: Ema Tavola




