
Ema Tavola’s latest work is of a familiar (and provocative) South Auckland 
structure, the power pylon, standing in a bright red sky. Its struts and 

supports criss-cross and jut out at different, blocky angles. It contains geometry 
and life. The hill it stands on is the firm earth; the red sky that’s behind it is 
2-dimensional and bold.  

Ema is an artist, curator and member of Tautai Contemporary Pacific Arts Trust 
(she’s also a former member of the board) and has recently been an external 
assessor for Creative New Zealand’s Pacific Arts Committee. Tautai‘s strength 



“(Re)Locating Home was my first independent curatorial project” says Ema. 
Installing the artworks in Fiji linked the works directly to the conference 
discourse as “…a way to acknowledge who we are and where we are in the 
world.  It was like a visual depiction of a lot of the issues being discussed.” 

In The Real Fiji, shown in Mangere, Manukau City in October 2006, she brought 
together the work of Fiji artists from Fiji, Australia and New Zealand.  

Ema aimed to portray something real and diverse about Fiji and not just the 
common perceptions filtered through the tourism industry and news media.  
“There are different levels and ways to express Fiji identity. One part of that 
was to highlight that Indo-Fijians have a distinctly Pacific experience in Fiji, 
alongside Indigenous Fijians.”

The exhibition featured Australian Fiji artists Salote Tawale and Torika 
Bolatagici, John Lake from Wellington and Craig Marlow from Fiji, and 
a collection of photography from the Fiji Women’s Rights Movement ELF 
(Emerging Leaders’ Forum), a young women’s leadership programme.

Otara and Painting

Ema’s red pylon painting asks the viewer to look again at the layers of social 
issues that surround the communities in South Auckland.  “It makes us think 
about the environment where we live, the context of being here, of all the 
people that have migrated here.  These areas full of pylons weren’t built for 
our health or well-being, but more for us to fulfil a role in society.”

Taking up painting again, means that Ema can create work that’s immediate 
and marketable.  People look at them and respond.  The paintings are also 
about Ema making art that’s rooted in Otara. “They are like drawings where I 
can capture my ideas in a raw way.”

And after all these explorations of people, place, art-making and ideas, Ema’s 
next project is to apply for postgraduate study at The University of Auckland.  

“All my experience has been very grassroots and I really enjoy that level of 
engagement. To have the Pacific community understand and acknowledge 
what Pacific artists are doing is the best!”                              by Naomi Singer

Chair’s Report
Ni sa bula vinaka

Welcome to the newly expanded format for the newsletter. It is now fifty 
percent larger to enable a more reader friendly layout and more images.

Since the last newsletter Tautai has completed another in the series of  Fresh 
Horizons workshops. This year it was held in Hamilton and Samarah Wilson 
did a wonderful job of bringing it all together for us. The workshop was 
enthusiastically received by the twenty-five art students who participated and 
excellent support was provided by Wintec.  

The Fresh Horizons workshops continue to be a successful initiative and we 
hope to expand the series next year. Discussions have begun with potential 
partners to present Fresh Horizons seminars up to three times each year and 
in some new locations throughout the country.

Christina Jeffery has continued on in the role of acting manager. She worked 
closely with Samarah on the Fresh Horizons workshops and has continued 
to manage the on-going Tautai program and events, as well as bringing the 
weekly Pacific Arts Diary email and the Tautai quarterly Newsletter together. 
Ani O’Neill is filling the office administrator role through the rest of this year 
and into next year. Ani will be well known to many of you and you should catch 
her or Christina in the Tautai office during the usual hours.  

Chris Van Doren and Tui Hobson looked after the Tautai tent at the 
Grey Lynn Festival on 18 November. It was a very wet and muddy day. 
Understandably the public turn out was not as good as in previous years – 
although better than last year when it was cancelled due to the torrential rain. 
Hopefully the weather will behave itself next year and this event can return to 
its full potential for both participants and the public.

Currently planning is underway to take a show to Rarotonga towards the end 
of next year. Christina is also involved in setting up a Tautati Seminar for 

the professional development of artists and this project has received Creative 
New Zealand funding. We will keep you up to date with progress on both of 
these new initiatives for Tautai in 2007.

Work is continuing on the “Le Folauga” exhibition at the Auckland Museum. 
It opens on 1 March 2007, so mark your calendars now as this promises to be 
an exciting and major event for pacific visual art. We are also looking forward 
to participating in the Pasifika Festival on 10 March. Planning for Tautai’s 
involvement in this event is underway in the capable hands of Shigeyuki 
Kihara who is event managing the project. 

Yuki was also instrumental in getting a good number of people along to the 
recent gathering at Okra Café on the corner of Ethel Street and Sandringham 
Road. It was a pleasure to have Pele Walker, recently appointed chair of 
the Pacific Arts Committee of Creative New Zealand, there for the evening. I 
know that artist members appreciated the opportunity to chat with Pele at an 
informal and social occasion and we thank her very much for taking the time 
to come up from Wellington to attend. 

This is the last newsletter for the year. On behalf of the trustees I take 
this opportunity to extend to you Best Wishes for Christmas and the 
New Year.  

Ni sa moce mada – Gina Cole (Chair)
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Fresh Horizons Waikato
The annual Fresh Horizons workshop for secondary school students was 

hosted in Hamilton for the first time. It was supported and held at Wintec’s 
School of Media Arts on Friday 3 November and Saturday 4 November, with 
an exhibition opening at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday evening.

The main objective of these workshops are to mentor and educate emerging 
Secondary School students of Pacific Island descent. Leafa Wilson, John 
Ioane, Itiri Ngaro and Tuelia Fatu were the art practitioners and tutors 
who taught over the two days. These well known artists led the students 
in a range of media during the intensive workshops. Young and emerging 
pacific artists strongly value their contact with established artists who 
they perceive as having obtained the goals which those new artists also 
desire for themselves.  

Contemporary Pacific art could be described as the result of the Pacific and 
the West colliding. Our ideas no longer can remain purely authentically Pacific 
because of the day and age that we live in. 

The theme for all the workshops was to develop the idea of Hybrid. 
According to the Oxford Pocket edition, the meaning of the word hybrid 
references firstly the product or offspring of two plants. This suggests two 
dissimilar plants creating a new strain. In the Netherlands it translates as 
bastard. Mischling a word used in Germany to describe hybrid. The word 
‘mongrel’ is also a common word we use for two breeds (of dogs etc.) that 
are mated to create another kind.

With this in mind the students were asked to think about the following ideas 
and then interpret this into their chosen medium.

•	Is there such a thing as authentic Pacific art? 
•	What is traditional art? 
• 	How can Pacific art possibly fit in to the mainstream? And does it need to? 
•	Do you have to use Pacific symbols and motifs to make  Pacific art or can we 

use other signs and symbols to illustrate our ideas?

These ideas were all taken up with great enthusiasm by the students and 
interpreted in various different ways. Also for the first time there was a 
moving image component with the students using Mini DV camera’s and Final 
Cut Express editing programmes to make one minute short narratives on the 
workshop themes. The exhibition proved to be the highlight of the workshop 
with the students installing their own work then showing it to their caregivers.

Samarah Wilson – Event Manager



Design and layout of the Tautai Newsletter
Desktop Graphics Ltd
Contact: Tagi Cole

43 Selbourne Street, Grey Lynn, Auckland • Ph: 09-376 3889 • Fax: 09-376 3969
Mob: 027-4826 302 • desktopgraphics@xtra.co.nz

ARTS COUNCIL OF NEW ZEALAND  TOI AOTEAROA

Tautai receives major public  
funding from Creative NZ  
and also receives 
significant funding from 
ASB Community Trust.

December 2006 Watch the Tautai Website and the weekly Pacific Arts Diary for News of Upcoming Events and Exhibitions*w w w . t a u t a i . o r g  •  t a u t a i @ t a u t a i . o r g

Events/Exhibitions – December/January/FebruaryLe Folauga...
the past coming forward

Le Folauga will open at Auckland Museum on 1 March 2007, 
showcasing what will arguably be the best contemporary pacific 
art exhibition to be seen in New Zealand for many years. 

The genesis for this show came from a conversation last year between 
Lonnie Hutchinson and Fuli Pereira, with the idea to parallel the 

museum’s planned historical Vaka Moana – Voyage of our Ancestors major 
exhibition with a concurrent exhibition of contemporary pacific art. The 
name, Le Folauga, was suggested by Johnny Penisula and encapsulates 
the idea of bringing the learned histories of the past with us into the 
future, as well as the notion of ‘a flotilla moving together and forward’.

Le Folauga is a partnership between the Auckland War Memorial Museum 
and the Tautai Contemporary Pacific Arts Trust. It is being curated by 
Fuli Pereira, Curator- Pacific at Auckland Museum, and Tautai trustee 
Ron Brownson, Senior Curator Auckland Art Gallery. The exhibition co-
ordinator for Tautai is Christina Jeffery.

The intention of the curators is that the show present a representative 
sample of the best artwork created in Aotearoa by pacific artists. The list 
of artists has not been totally finalised as yet, but at this stage includes: 
Edith Amituanai, Fatu Feu’u, Steven Gwaliasi, Niki Hastings-McFall, 
Lonnie Hutchinson, John Ioane, Shigeyuki Kihara, Andy Leleisi’uao, Ani 
O’Neill, Johnny Penisula, and Filipe Tohi. 

The artists, most of whom are making new work for the exhibition, will 
represent their ancestral island homelands and, when pertinent, they 
may respond to taonga held in the Vaka Moana exhibition. Their work in  
Le Folauga has been specifically chosen in order to make a provocative 
and memorable public exhibition of pacific contemporary visual art.

The exhibition is being shown in both the East and West Decorative Arts 
Galleries on the first floor of Auckland Museum. The prominence of these 
gallery spaces will ensure a substantive audience will encounter the 
artwork during the eight week exhibition period.
At  Auckland Museum, Decorative Arts Galleries, March/April 2007.

Curated by Giles Peterson, Urban Pacific is a cross-disciplinary exhibition 
of painting, digital photography, moving image, sculpture, weaving and 

textile, installation, fashion and tattoo by twelve young, contemporary Maori 
& Pacific artists. Urban Pacific articulates a range of narratives concerned 
with issues facing young people today, including identity and identification, 

spirituality, the environment, globalisation, representation, colonisation, 
survival and of what it is to speak from a position of different cultures. 
The exhibition celebrates the vision of our young people and their ongoing 
contribution in shaping Auckland’s character as a Pacific city.
At Randolph Street Gallery,  Thursday, 8 March to Sat 7 April 2007.

Urban Paci�c  
New Pacific Art 2007

Sylvia Marsters with Shigeyuki Kihara at the opening of Sylvia Marsters 
& Daniella Hulme’s exhibition at Reef Gallery in October

Michelle Khan, Filipe Tohi, Giles Peterson, Hilary Scothorn with Shigeyuki Kihara 
at the opening of her exhibition at Gus Fisher Gallery in November

3 Dec until 30 January: ‘Crosscurrents’,  inc. Niki Hastings McFall, 
Jason Hall, Lonnie Hutchinson at Judith Anderson Gallery, 
Maraekakaho, Hawkes Bay 

20 December–27 December: Lorene Taurerewa at Changdong Studio 
Art Gallery, Seoul,Korea

Until 22 December: ‘Here and now’, Lorene Taurerewa at Fifty2gallery, 
Willis St, Wellington

9–23 December: ‘The Under $100 Art Sale’, Group Exhibition at  Fresh 
Gallery Otara, Otara Town Centre

Until 22 December: ’Vavau; Tales of ancient Samoa’, Shigeyuki Kihara 
at The Gus Fisher, Auckland

Until 5 January: ‘Christmas exhibition’, inc. Daniella Hulme at Rosslyn 
Gallery, Dunedin

7–17 January 2007: ‘Cross-Currents’ exhibition’, Matakana Gallery, 
Northland, incl. Sylvia Marsters, Daniella Hulme

9–30 January 2007: ‘The Living Art of Pacific Tattoo’,  
Mark Adams, Tricia Allen, Greg Semu, Serena Stevenson, Riki Manuel, 
Areta Wilkinson, Jason Hall, Marsha Angou, James Pinker, Makarita 
Urale, Steven Ball, Makiko Kuwahara, Miki Magasiva, Lisa Taouma  
and Mark McLean at  Fresh Gallery Otara, Otara Town Centre,  
Manukau City

Until 17 January: ‘Pacifica’, Daniella Hulme, Sylvia Marsters at  
Morgan Street Gallery, Auckland

Until 30 January: ‘indoor/outdoor’, including Daniella Hulme at  
Letham Gallery, Auckland

Until 30 January: ‘Toroa’, Chris Charteris at FHE Galleries, Auckland

29 January–3 March: includes Shigeyuki Kihara, Filipe Tohi, Dan 
Taulapapa McMullin, Rossana Raymond at California State University 
Northridge Art Galleries, Northridge, California U.S.A 

1–22 February:  ‘Pink Taro’, Mere Clifford at Fresh Gallery Otara,  
Otara Town Centre, Manukau City

13 Feb–3 March: ‘Tusi Folau (Passport)’, Johnny and Lyle Penisula,  
at Lane Gallery, Auckland

20 February–11 March: ‘Ele Uma’, Fatu Feu’u at Salamander Gallery, 
Christchurch

24 February–17 March: ‘Bloodlines and (Re)Connections’, Glenda 
Vilisoni at Fresh Gallery Otara, Otara Town Centre, Manukau City

March 9th–2nd April:  ‘Pacific Rhythm’, inc. Sylvia Marsters, Daniella 
Hulme at Waiheke Community Art Gallery, Waiheke Island

Tautai End of Year Gathering at Okra
161 Sandringham Road, Kingsland

Nooroa Te Hira, Pele Walker, Christina Jeffery

Giles Peterson, Ron Brownson, Chris Mules

Ani O’Neill, Shigeyuki Kihara, Natalie Robertson, ‘aka Suite 7’

Tui Hobson, Chrysanna Beazley
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