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Ron discussing Lonnie Hutchinson’s ‘Can you see what I see?’

Janet Lilo’s Bebo Wall has provoked a lot of interest with young people

Niki Hastings-McFall’s ‘Red Moana 1’

Andy Leleis’uao’s ‘Fa’amalea Heads’

Ani talking about her ‘Satellites’ with a group during a gallery tour

Ron being interviewed in front of Leanne Clayton’s ‘ie lava-lava puddles’

Michel Tuffery’s ‘Bula figure 13 Series Tasi’

Ani says … ‘The response has been REALLY GOOD and the show 
looks great, very modern. We have done about five floor talks for 
different groups!!’ 

Ron said … ‘There was a really good attendance at the opening and 
lots of print and broadcast media interest. The show looks terrific and 
I feel proud that we have made it so. This was not an easy task as the 
installation was really incredibly complex, with so many time-based 
works in many and various installation configurations.’

Email comments just 
after the opening...



Watch the Tautai Website and the Pacific Arts Diary for News of Upcoming Events and Exhibitions*
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Tautai News
Ni sa bula vinaka

This is the final newsletter for 2008.  It has been a busy and productive 
year for Tautai.

We wish to thank the J R McKenzie Trust which has generously granted 
$30,000 to Tautai over the next three years to fund an extension of the Fresh 
Horizons workshops into prisons. Tautai has completed three Fresh Horizons 
workshops this year including one at Springhill Prison. The workshops provide 
budding new artists contact with Tautai and practicing artists. The support of 
J R McKenzie Trust for this part of the Tautai program strengthens our ability 
to plan for the future and is greatly appreciated.

We also extend our thanks to the Pacific Cooperation Foundation which has 
agreed to sponsor an artist residency to be known as “The Tautai Trust and 
Pacific Cooperation Foundation Artist Residency”. The funding received from 
the Pacific Cooperation Foundation will enable Tautai to bring an artist from 
the Pacific to live in Auckland for a six week residency in March 2009. The 
residency will enable the chosen artist to take part in events and activities 
and build networks with the Pacific arts community in Auckland.

Tautai has continued to provide professional development and mentoring 
through activities such as artist visits to tertiary institutions; a student trip 
to the Govett Brewster Gallery and a professional development workshop 
held in partnership with Manukau City and Fresh Gallery.

On the technology front the Tautai Editing Suite is now operational and 
being used by artists. In addition the upgrade to the Tautai website is now 
complete and ready for additions to be made to this information resource.

The range of activities Tautai has been involved in this year includes four 
exhibitions - “Flat White Black Pearl”, “Strengthening Sennit”, “What’s 
That” and a reconstituted and expanded “Le Folauga” which opened 
at the Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Art in Taiwan on 13 December 2009.  
Kaohsiung Museum is one of the major art museums in Asia. We are very 
pleased to have successfully collaborated with KMFA in bringing together 
this exhibition which includes sixty artworks from sixteen artists. 

We look forward to continuing our support and advocacy for Pacific art and 
artists in the Tautai 2009 program. On behalf of the staff and trustees, thank 
you to our major funders Creative New Zealand and ASB Community Trust 
for their continuing support of our program. Thanks also to our members 
and supporters for your support and involvement with Tautai this year. We 
wish you and your families a safe and happy festive season.

Vinaka vaka levu – Gina Cole (Chair)

Tautai Fresh Horizons 
Goes to Springhill

Thanks to funding from the J.R.McKenzie Trust, the Fresh Horizons 
programme is set to run three workshops in prisons over the next three 

years. The first was held in November at the Pacific focus unit at the new 
Corrections facility at Springhill in Te Kauwhata.
Four artists; Fa’afetai Amituana’i, Jean Clarkson, Filipe Tohi and Chris Van 
Doren, worked with twenty guys from the Vaka Fa¹aola unit on a three 
day intensive workshop. Filipe Tohi and Chris Van Doren ran the carving 
workshop and Jean Clarkson and Fa’afetai Amituana’i worked with the 
designer/screenprinters.
The printers were set a task to design and print a t-shirt. The winning 
image was printed on t-shirts and lavalava for the men within the unit 
and as gifts for their families. Other original designs were also printed on 
canvas to display in the unit to give it more of a Pacific flavour.
The carvers created works for their families and at the closing ceremony 
Chris Van Doren presented a piece for the unit.
At the end of the workshops, the prints and carvings were displayed in 
the fale for the staff and participants. Colin and Christina Jeffery also 
attended the closing celebrations on behalf of Tautai. 
Fresh Horizons manager Jean Clarkson comments: “the original works 
created and the hugely positive reaction from both staff and inmates 
made this a very worthwhile project.”
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What’s that?
at RAMP Gallery, Hamilton

4-21 November 2008

The show took its name from a question often asked of artists and is 
also often heard whispered to companion visitors in a gallery space... 

‘What’s that?’

Tautai was only too happy to respond to a request from RAMP for an 
exhibition of work by pacific women artists and asked eight object makers 
to take part. Hamilton based artist and curator Leafa Wilson, was joined 
by Lonnie Hutchinson, Niki Hastings-McFall, Loloma Andrews, Letufa 
Taniela, Loretta Young, Leanne Clayton and Lina Marsh. 

As was to be expected their work showed a range of ideas which have 
been honed over time, some slick and shiny contemporary representations 
– some with an unmistakable pacific resonance, while others answered 
the question in the title of their work. The works sat well together in the 
cool space that is RAMP.

An accompanying essay by Charmaine ‘Ilaiu in the very clean and sharp 
compact catalogue designed by Nooroa Tapuni rounded off what was a 
very rewarding project.

Art in a 
Suitcase

Lonnie Hutchinson and Ani O’Neill are two of five artists who 
were asked to create works for ArtSuitcase. This Auckland 

Art Gallery project is an outreach programme for schools and 
communities where gallery educators and the art works travel 
out of the gallery space and into the classrooms to help students 
engage in the understanding of art. For more information contact 
roger.taberner@aucklandcity.govt.nz.

Leanne Clayton, detail of ‘Puddle Brooch’

Lina Marsh ‘Mothers Milk’, 
Loretta Young’s untitled work 
and Lonnie Hutchinsons ‘3 Girls’

Leafa Wilson, Hurricane 
preparation #1: object protection 
for open wall fale 

Loloma Andrews 
with her work 
titled ‘My Cultural 
Blanket’

Niki Hastings-McFall, 
detail of ‘Nuclear Rosary’

Letufa Taniela, Ema Tavola, Margi Moore, Head of Media Studies  
at Wintec and Charmaine ‘ilaiu at the opening of the exhibition

Letufa Taniela’s ‘The Gaze’
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In 2005 I was cast in a French film as the paramount chief Mata’afa Iosfa 
in the biopic of Robert Louis Stevenson’s final years in Samoa filmed 

in Baracoa Cuba. I had this idea/delusion that if I visited his Museum in 
Vailima, it would offer a reality that would enable me to re-contextualise 
the experience. In my research I came across an autobiographical detail 
that Stevenson called himself an “ink slinger” rather than a writer.

The creative process of writing being minimalised into slinging ink 
inspired me to appropriate literally the action into making some art,  
as if it gave me permission to experiment, to trust the moment and my 
own intuitive decision-making.

During the three month residency in Samoa I refurbished my apartment 
and landscaped the surrounding land into a personal statement. The 
transformation became an installation a backdrop for a documented 
performance work of painting twenty metres of rice paper. 

Five Mountains Four actions One Forest Fire.

Jim Vivieaere 
Recipient of the 2008 CNZ Pacific Arts Committee and National 
University of Samoa Artist Residency.

Tautai Trust operates on the understanding that pacific artists 
remain independent of Tautai and come together through their 

Tautai connection to participate in art events and artist development 
opportunities.

The following are some of the activities confirmed for 2009  …

Tautai Exhibitions/Events

•	 Exhibition at Artstation in March - curated by Janet Lilo, ‘Language 
People’ will explore the nature and language of visual and verbal 
practices

•	 Event at Galatos 16 March - the Tautai contribution to Pasifika and 
part of the Fringe Festival will include moving image, performance 
and music

•	 Exhibition at Objectspace in April - curated by Andrea Low for 
Tautai this is looking at both emerging and established designers 
and ‘street culture’

•	 Exhibition at St Paul Street Gallery 1 in June/July - Charmaine ‘Ilaiu will 
curate this annual Tautai exhibition of pacific tertiary student work

Tautai Tertiary Support

•	 a senior artist will visit all Auckland tertiary art institutions at least 
twice

•	 a group of tertiary students will be taken to an art event out of 
Auckland 

Tautai Fresh Horizons 

•	 workshops for secondary students in Waitakere, Christchurch, Hastings
•	 the second in the prison series to be held at Auckland Woman’s 

Prison

Tautai/PCF Artist Residency

•	 the Tautai Trust and Pacific Cooperation Foundation Residency will 
bring its inaugural artist to Auckland over March 2009

•	 several opportunities will be created for the resident artist to have 
contact with the Tautai community 

General Activities

•	 professional development workshop
•	 quarterly Tautai newsletter published
•	 fortnightly email of events and exhibitions
•	 editing suite available to moving image makers 
•	 the “new” Tautai website added to and updated
•	 continued support and advocacy for pacific art and artists 

So building on a very successful 2008 - which included sending the first 
exhibition of contemporary pacific art to a major art museum in Asia – 
2009 promises to continue the momentum of Tautai and also add new 
aspects to our program.

Key Points of 
Tautai Program  

for Next Year

Lorene Taurerewa flew from her New York base to attend the opening of 
an exhibition featuring her work which was hosted at the New Zealand 
Embassy in Paris recently. Pictured here Marian Fountain, Douglas 
MacDiarmid, Lorene and the NZ Ambassador to France Sarah Dennis.

Postcard from Paris

Postcard from Samoa
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 Events/Exhibitions – Jan/Feb/Mar 2009 
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Ph: 09-376 3889 • Fax: 09-376 3969
Mob: 027-4826 302 • desktopgraphics@xtra.co.nz

Design and layout of  
Tautai Newsletter
Desktop Graphics Ltd
Contact: Tagi Cole

Tautai Contemporary Pacific Arts Trust 
receives major public funding from Creative 
New Zealand and also receives significant 
funding from ASB Community Trust.

Multi-media digital artist Linda Tuafale Tanoa’i was awarded 
the Emerging Pacific Artists’ Award. 

Leilani Kake winner of the Salamander Gallery Award 
for Emerging Pacific Visual Artists 

Creative 
New Zealand 
Arts Pasifika 
Awards 2008

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

November – December. Niki Hastings-McFall’s Long White Cloud. Window 
installation at Dunedin Public Art Gallery. 
Until 31 January. Scent. Includes Lina Marsh, Chris Van Doren, Frances Marsh 
at Tairawhiti Museum, Gisborne.
23 Jan – 19 Feb. Assume Nothing includes Shigeyuki Kihara at Toi Rerehiko 
Moving Image Centre.
Until 4 Feb. Bite me. Includes Lonnie Hutchinson, Andy Leleisi’uao, 
Kulimoeanga Stone Maka, Telly Tu’u, Felolini Maria Ifopo, Cerisse Palalagi. 
Our City Gallery, Christchurch.
Until 4 Feb. Baby you can drive my car. Group show. Curator Felolini Maria 
Ifopo at Our City Gallery, Christchurch.
Until Feb 2009. Shigeyuki Kihara; Living Photographs at The Metropolitan 
Museum, New York. 
20 Feb – 14 March. Koloa et al. Your Art is My Treasure. Curators Charmaine 
‘Ilaiu and Nina Tonga at Fresh Gallery Otara.
27 Feb – 22 March. The Margin’s Cutting Edge. Theodore Ah Wong at Nathan 
Homestead.
Until March. The Maui Dynasty includes Niki Hastings-McFall at The Suter, 
Nelson. 
March. Tautai Trust and Pacific Cooperation Foundation Artist will be in 
Residence in Auckland.
1 – 22 March. Language People. Curated by Janet Lilo for Tautai. Albert 
Wendt, Lily Laita, Nooroa Tapuni, Vaimaila Urale, LindaT, Nooroa Te Hira, 
Johnny Angel, Rev Mua Strickson Pua @ Artstation, Ponsonby.
Monday 16 March. Tautai night at Galatos will feature moving image, live 
performance and music... part of Auckland Fringe Festival.
7 March – 21 April. Mash Up includes Shigeyuki Kihara @ Artspace, Auckland
Until March. Samoa Contemporary. Edith Amituanai, Fatu Feu’u, Graham 
Fletcher, Niki Hastings-McFall, Lonnie Hutchinson, John Ioane, Anita 
Jacobsen, Shigeyuki Kihara, Lily Laita, Nanette Lela’ulu, Andy Leleisi’uao, 
Nestor Opetaia, Genevieve Pini, Greg Semu, Siliga Setoga, Lorene Taurerewa, 
Michel Tuffery at the Tauranga Art Gallery, Tauranga. 
7 March – 22 April. ‘F’ is for Fake. Includes Shigeyuki Kihara @ Te Tuhi/The 
Mark, Pakuranga.
Until 5 April 2009. Le Folauga: Contemporary Pacific Art from Aotearoa 
New Zealand at Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts, Taiwan. Edith Amituanai, 
Leanne Clayton, Fatu Feu’u, Steven Gwaliasi, Niki Hastings-McFall, Lonnie 
Hutchinson, Leilani Kake, Shigeyuki Kihara, Andy Leleisi’uao, Janet Lilo, 
Itiri Ngaro, Ani O’Neill, Johnny Penisula, Sopolemalama Filipe Tohi, Michel 
Tuffery, Jim Vivieaere.
5 April – 8 May. Andrea Low will curate a ‘design’ exhibition for Tautai at 
Objectspace, Ponsonby.




