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Another Successful  
Tautai Fresh Horizons

MSVA/MIT, South Auckland – April 2008

Tautai’s Fresh Horizons programme is aimed at providing senior 
Pacific secondary school students with the opportunity to work with 

established Pacific artists in a tertiary environment. The first Fresh Horizons 
workshop for 2008 was held in April at the Manukau School of Visual Arts 
and encompassed moving image, jewellery and digital design.

Thirty secondary school students, selected from Tangaroa College, 
Papatoetoe High, Otahuhu College, Hillary College, De La Salle College 
and Howick College, were lucky enough to be chosen. For them, the 
opportunity to spend three days working with Niki Hastings-McFall, 
Leilani Kake, Itiri Ngaro, and Tony Filipo was a ‘fun experience’ as well as 
being the chance to work with role models and learn new skills.

The moving image students worked with Leilani and Itiri creating four 
video works, choosing their own genre then filming and editing their 
own work. The jewellery students worked with Niki, creating adornment 

pieces in metal which they were able to take away with them.

The digital design students worked with Tony Filipo using photoshop to 
create their own posters. Tony who attended Hillary College, and gained 
his skills in digital design from MSVA is now working in the industry.  

The students were able to see the real value of staying at school into the 
senior years and becoming eligible for tertiary education. 

Artist and new graduate from MSVA, Letufa Taniela, was the project co-
ordinator and two current students from MSVA Sharon Aumatangi and 
Mele Penitani helped support the tutor/artists. A BBQ with a group of 
students currently studying at MSVA gave the secondary school students 
the opportunity to see some of the work being produced and talk with 
current tertiary art students.

For more images and examples of the work produced, check out the blog 
site. www.tautai.org/blog
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Following the successful trip to Wellington facilitated by Tautai last 
Labour Weekend when tertiary students were invited to take part in 

the Tangata o le Moana festival celebrating the relaunch of the Pacific 
court at Te Papa, Tautai arranged a similar trip to attend the opening of 
Dateline Return at the Govett Brewster over Queens Birthday Weekend. 
With the support of MSVA, Elam, Whitecliffe and AUT, Tautai arranged 
for students from those institutions to drive to New Plymouth to take 
part in the workshops and attend the opening and the artists talks which 

occurred during the weekend. The exhibiting artists who were there for 
the opening, Vea Mafile’o, Janet Lilo, the Li’l Mama’s Art Klub, Shigeyuki 
Kihara, together with Leanne Clayton (pani popo maker supreme) and her 
very able assistant Makerita Urale very much appreciated the support of 
the twelve students, as did the staff of the Govett Brewster. It was a full-on 
art appreciation weekend, with art theory the main topic of conversation 
for the journey, much talk, lots of laughter, and new friendships formed.

Dateline Return
Govett Brewster, New Plymouth, Queens Birthday Weekend 2008

The travellers: Nastashia Simeona, Fainga’a Tuafa, Ane Tonga, Mele Penitani, 
Moana Woodward, Tiffany Treweek, Siliga Setoga, Jeremy Leatinuu,  
Rik Wilson, (front) Mose Eteuati, Jane-Anne Akamoeau.  
(missing the photographer – Linda T.)

The Li’l Mama’s Art Klub 
workshop in full swing.

The pani popo makers:  
Makerita Urale and Leanne Clayton

The Li’l Mama’s with their artwork: 
Mele ‘Uhamaka, Ahilapalapa Rands, 

Maila Urale, Samantha Atasani,  
Paula Schaafhausen.
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Strengthening Sennit is an exhibition 
of work by fifteen artists who are 
currently attending four Auckland 
City tertiary institutions.

Tautai Trust had two aims when 
instigating this exhibition, one, 

as a means of bringing together 
students from across the city and 
the other, to provide an opportunity 

to a recent graduate to curate an exhibition. The artists 
are both undergraduate and post graduate students and the hope is that in 
the process of working towards the exhibition they will form peer/collegial 
relationships which will stay with them when they leave their educational 

institutions and journey out into the world. The title Strengthening Sennit 
acknowledges the beauty of this most durable fibre and highlights how it 
becomes stronger when individual fibres are woven together. The artists 
while linked through shared pacific histories live in today’s world and are 
contemporary artists; examining, questioning and commenting on a range 
of issues and subjects that are of interest to them now. Their individual 
voices are strengthened through the shared endeavour of this exhibition. 

Curator:  Leanne Clayton.

Artists: Juliana Satchell, Sera Ele, Mose Eteuati, Ane Tonga, 
Paula Schaafhausen, Suia Westbrook, Melemafile’o Uhamaka, 
Cerisse Palalagi, Nooroa Tapuni, Linda T. Tanoai, Vaimaila Urale, 
Sevuloni Tora, Fainga’a Taufa, David Kaho, Siliga Setoga.

STRENGTHENING SENNIT

St Paul St Gallery 3

39 Symonds St, Auckland

14 -20 June 2008

Strengthening Sennit
14-20 June,  St Paul Street Gallery 3

Attentive audience at the artists talk 
Sunday 15 June.  Photo credit: Linda T.

Tautai chairperson Gina Cole, speaking 
at the opening of the exhibition. 
Photo credit: Janet Lilo

Giles Peterson with 
Leanne Clayton 
in front of Cerisse 
Palalagi’s work.
Photo credit: Linda T.

Paula Schaafhausen,  
Leanne Clayton, Maila Urale,  
Fono McCarthy. 
Photo credit: Janet Lilo

Some of the artists in the show: Fainga’a Taufa, Ane Tonga, Mose Eteuati,  
Siliga Setoga, Leanne Clayton (curator), Maila Urale, Sevuloni Tora,  
Mele ‘Uhamaka, Juliana Satchell, Linda T Tanoa’i.  
Photo credit: Linda T.



Postcard from ALASKA
Alaska prides itself as the ‘last frontier’ and after being here for nearly 

three weeks it doesn’t seem strange now that there are nearly 19,000 
Samoans living in Alaska today. I have photographed a few Samoan 
American homes both inside and outside and I definitely feel privileged 
to see what I have seen. I am as always indebted to my subjects, much 
alofaga to the aiga I have met here.                               Edith Amituanai

ARTS COUNCIL OF NEW ZEALAND  TOI AOTEAROA
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Ph: 09-376 3889 • Fax: 09-376 3969
Mob: 027-4826 302 • desktopgraphics@xtra.co.nz

Design and layout of  
Tautai Newsletter
Desktop Graphics Ltd
Contact: Tagi Cole

Tautai Contemporary Pacific Arts Trust 
receives major public funding from Creative 
New Zealand and also receives significant 
funding from ASB Community Trust.

16 July – 30 July: 10th Festival of Pacific Arts, Pago Pago, American 
Samoa

25 July – 16 August: Hope, Daphiney Owen, Salesa Pepe, Lily Sua, 
Mangere Arts Centre, Mangere Town Centre, Mangere

18 – 26 July: 6th Student Art Exhibition Destruction and Renewal, 
includes Chloe Marsters. St Paul St Gallery 3, 39 Symonds Street, 
Auckland Central

20 July, Sunday, 2pm: Helensville Winter Lecture Series. Filani 
Macassey, at the Helensville Museum Court House building, 
Helensville

28 July – 11 August: Nanua, Ian George and David Teata. The Art 
Studio, Rarotonga

Until 17 August: Assume Nothing, includes Shigeyuki Kihara. The 
NewDowse, Wellington

8 – 30 August: Missionary Positions: An Illustrated Story of American 
Samoa, Dan Taulapapa McMullin. Fresh Gallery Otara

11 – 21 August: Stepping out of the Shadow, Mesepa Edwards, Helen 
Satele, Sieke Taihia. Te Karanga Gallery, 208 Karangahape Rd, Newton

23 Aug – Sept 2: Polysynthesis, Niki Hastings-McFall, Ashburton Art 
Gallery, Ashburton 

Until 24 August: Dateline Return, includes: Filipe Tohi, Edith 
Amituanai, Ani O’Neill, John Pule, Michel Tuffery, Lonnie Hutchinson, 
Andy Leleisi’uao, Shigeyuki Kihara, Janet Lilo, Li’l Mama’s Art Klub, 
Vea Mafile’o. Govett Brewster Art Gallery, New Plymouth

5 – 27 September: Skin Graft, Schaeffer Lemalu, Salesa Pepe,  
Nathan Suniula. Fresh Gallery Otara, Manukau City 

22 September – 10 October: Céré waa törhûû ré, Isabelle Staron-
Tutugoro. Reef Café/Gallery, 84-86 Symonds St, Auckland

Last year Johnny Penisula 
was commissioned to make 
a public sculpture for the 
city of Kumagaya in Japan. 
In April this year Johnny 
and his wife Mavis were 
flown over to attend the 
unvieling of the sculpture, 
titled ‘Family’ which now 
sits in Central Park in 
Kumagaya City.

Tautai AGM
Enclosed with the newsletter you will receive official notification of the 
AGM. Make a note in your diary now – we will remind you nearer to the 
time. This is essentially a social get together for members, supporters 
and family. We also look forward to hearing about the 10th Festival of 
Pacific Arts from some of those who will have travelled to Pago Pago.

Tautai Posters
We have limited supplies of these posters still available. Only 100 of each 
were printed, these are going to be collectors items! Be quick.

Sylvia Marsters – Bloom, 2007; Shigeyuki Kihara, Sina ma Tuna, 2003; 
Janet Lilo, Bronze Chyld, 2006; Filip Tohi, (detail) Manulele, 2007. 

$10 per poster plus $5 for package and postage.




